AMRITSAR    CONGRESS	335
the women of his household with a spinning wheel and provide
facilities for learning the art of spinning. Millions of yards of yarn
can be produced from day to day. And if every educated Indian will
condescend to wear the cloth produced from such yarn, he will
assist in rebuilding the only possible cottage industry of India.
4'Without the cottage industry the Indian peasant is doomed. He
cannot maintain himself from the produce of the land only. He needs
a supplementary industry. Spinning is the easiest, the cheapest and
the best.
"I know this means a revolution in our mental outlook. And it is
because it is a revolution that I claim, that the way to swaraj lies
through swadeshi. A nation that can save sixty crores of rupees per
year and distribute that sum amongst its spinners and weavers
in their own homes will have acquired powers of organization and
industry that must enable it to do everything else necessary for its
organic growth."
The Congress held in the last week of December at Amritsar was
for many people a place of pilgrimage. Jallianwala Bagh was visited
during the Congress week by thousands of delegates and visitors.
Some touched the blood-stained earth with their foreheads, some
took away with them a little of that earth to be preserved as a sacred
treasure. Some smeared their foreheads with it.
No great decision was arrived at by this Congress because the
result of the inquiries was awaited. But it was evident that a new
spirit prevailed. There was now a mass character about the Congress.
The proceedings were conducted mainly in Hindustani. The
Moderates or the Liberals, as they were now calling themselves,
refused to join the Congress though the president was keen on seeing
them back. They chose to meet in Calcutta. Their eyes were on
the new reforms that were imminent.
There was Lokamanya Tilak attending his last Congress. When he
returned to India in November, after finishing his work in England,
he said: "I wish I had been in Bombay when Gandhi began satya-
graha. I would have borne difficulties with him and undergone the
hardship. I am angry with Gandhi for that*"
There was Gandhi. There came also to the Congress, straight from
prison, many leaders who had been involved in cases during the
martial-law days and sentenced to long terms of imprisonment but
now amnestied3* Most of the prisoners were released before the

